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About this issue  

Planetary protection has recently gained increased 

attention from the broader scientific community, 

primarily driven by the rise of new spacefaring 

nations and the expanding role of private and 

commercial entities in space exploration. In 

response to these evolving dynamics, the COSPAR 

Planetary Protection Policy is being refined to 

accommodate these more complex and ambitious 

missions. This theme issue highlights the need for a 

transparent approach for planetary protection, 

where international collaboration is actively 

pursued, including the sharing of best practices and 

fostering collaboration among stakeholders to help 

ensure that space exploration benefits future 

generations. 

 

The issue is based on the contributions presented 

at the Inaugural International COSPAR (Committee 

on Space Research) Planetary Protection Week 

held in London on April 2024 and at other COSPAR 

Planetary Protection Meetings. 

 

 

Access content online at bit.ly/TransA2314 
 

 

Purchase the print issue at the reduced price of £40 

(usual price £60) by contacting our sales team 

(sales@royalsociety.org) and quoting the 

promotional code TA 2314. 
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The Royal Society 

6 – 9 Carlton House Terrace 

London  

SW1Y 5AG 
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To find out more about proposing a theme issue 

and becoming a Guest Editor of the journal, please 

visit:  bit.ly/TAGuestEd 

 

Image: The ExoMars (Rosalind Franklin) Rover being 

checked during integration activities inside the Bio 

CleanFacility at Airbus Stevenage (UK). Credit: Airbus. 
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